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Green Map® System’s connection to EXPOs starts in 2000, when our global-local 
NGO was selected as an official EXPO 2000 project.  

 
European Green Mapmakers gave a presentation at Hannover. Our images were 

included in different places on-site and in EXPO’s book and online database. 

That’s me, Wendy Brawer, 
Green Map System’s 
Director, at EXPO 2000! 
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In August 2002, I met Mr. Hagiwara 
from Chubu Recycle Citizens 
Organization, a well-known NGO in 
Nagoya at a Green Map exhibit in 
Tokyo.  

 
Our program seemed ideal for 

encouraging citizen’s participation at 
EXPO 2005.  

 
Planning started, with the help of 

consultants. Chubu’s Keiko 
Nakagawa became Director of Green 
Map Aichi (GMA). 

 
We already had a good network there, 

and Green Map Japan’s leaders 
continually supported this effort.  
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The Green Map Aichi team 
developed an overall plan and 
funding.  
 
GMA had about a dozen diverse 
map projects in progress when I 
came back a year later. 
 
People were eager to be part of 
the big event in a way that had 
real benefits to their community.  
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In July 2003, I took part in press 
events, and became an honorary 
citizen! 

 
 I met many GMA Mapmakers and 

toured the EXPO site. 
 
We helped promote bicycling facilities 

at EXPO, which would have no 
parking for cars, only for buses. 
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Press coverage of workshops helped GMA expand. 
(videos now on youtube) 
 
Here are a few local icons they created 

to complement global Green Map Icons: 
Temple, Artisan, Mapmaker 



Green Map at Aichi EXPO 2005 

In 2004, Green Map Aichi and Green Map 
System were awarded a month-long NGO 
Global Village exhibit, in addition to the 6 
months of Aichi Green Map exhibit at the 
Aichi Prefecture Pavillion at EXPO.  

 
The 2 sites were far apart, and drew different 

audiences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the design and planning was  

done in Japan. 
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A website was designed, and the public could add green sites to it. 
8,000 sites were contributed, online and at EXPO. 
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The director and her design team came to NYC in spring 2004 for more cooperative event and 
product development, including Green Map® Icon bandanas, sticker sheets, balloon set,  
t-shirts and fans, mostly made with eco-materials.  

 
We helped organize the international Mapmakers’ participation, and promoted EXPO with a 

story in our website’s Resources section. 
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In addition to the many community workshops and innovative applications of the Green Map 
concept, about 40 diverse Green Maps were completed by the time Aichi Pavillion opened 
in March 2005. 

  
Both printed and and poster maps were displayed, charting cultural heritage sites, old-fashioned 

shopping streets, company offices, hikes, the Sea Green Map, cities and rural areas, etc.  
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Aichi Green Map organized hundreds of volunteers to develop the maps, provide workshops and 
special events, and to greet visitors at EXPO.  

Every EXPO workshift included a bilingual volunteer. Coordinators trained volunteers (including 
many senior citizens and students). 

Some came almost every day to help. EXPO and transit pass were provided to each. 
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Aichi Pavillion was one of the few permanent buildings at EXPO (this green building is cooled by 
water, and beautifully designed).  

Green Maps were displayed on sliding frames.  
 
The public could add their own sites to large Aichi Map and website, or take part in 

performances and discussions everyday. 
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Made of bamboo, the NGO Global Village was in EXPO’s family-friendly hands-on zone. It 
included a permaculture demonstration garden, tea house, solar power - all was shown on a 
big Green Map in our Pavilion.  

 
Our month-long exhibit featured Green Map Icons and global Green Maps. 5,000 icon drawings 

by kids were collected and displayed. 
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Green Map presentations took place every day.  
 
The international Mapmakers’ presentations, conference and film debut were well-attended.  
We also had private meetings, and met NGOs from many places. 
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Press outreach was assisted by EXPO. Brochures for Aichi Green Map and Green Map Japan 
were made, and Green Map System distributed many maps. 

 
New Green Map books debuted, in Japanese, traditional Chinese and English. 1.2 million visited 

the Aichi Pavillion exhibit (Mar-Sept) and 400,000 people came to our global pavilion (Aug).  
 
‘Green Map’ was the #1 new concept learned in August, according to EXPO 2005! 
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In follow-up, Green Map Aichi made a book about the experience. 
In 2007, they published a second book about making 5 kinds of theme Green Maps. 
 
EXPO made a profit! They devoted a portion to continuing citizens participation projects, 

because of all the volunteers who made EXPO so authentic.  
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Green Map Aichi has continued the 
project through 2010, mapping 
how the region was impacted by 
EXPO. 

 
40 new Green Maps were published 

in 2010, involving more people in 
green living.  

 
Aligned with the UN’s COP 10 

Biodiversity Conference in 
Nagoya, nature is highlighted.  
A new species was even 
discovered by the Sea Green 
Map project! 

 
Follow Green Map Aichi’s progress 

on their new website:  
 
www.gm-aichi.net 
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This successful project has impacts throughout Asia, too. Follow-up meetings between 
participants have increased capabilities and cooperation globally.  

 
We hope this presentation may inspire a major project for Rio involving Brazilian Green 

Mapmakers, Green Map System and socially responsible sponsors.  
 
We hope it will have many tangible benefits to sustainable development and increases citizen 

participation in building greener, healthier communities! 
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Think Global, Map Local! 

GreenMap.org 

Contact Wendy Brawer at +1 212 674 1631 or web@greenmap.org  
 
 

Green Map® is a registered trademark of Green Map System, New York 


